David Horry introduces us to the joys of collecting King George VI

postmarks

ack in the late eighties, after attempting to classify my King George collection via

the Potter and Shelton method I came philatelically unstuck. Potter and Shelton had
devised listings which attempted to divine the different printings made of Commonwealth
King George VI printings over the years; easy for the Gilbert and Ellice Islands but a Her-
culean task when it came to Trinidad, Ceylon and Jamaica. My particular problem was that,
like one in nine of the males of our species, I am somewhat colour blind. What to collect
then? Should I then follow the path of the flaw hunters—the Richard Lockyer calling—to

my eyes it seemed somewhat flawed.

Fig 1 Port
of Spain

As a kid I used to collect British post-
marks—and then, in the late eighties I
noticed that I had no less than 23 different
postmarks on Trinidad King George VI—
such exotica as Fyzabad (which I had always
thought was in India), Port of Spain (Fig I),
San Fernando and Cedros (Fig 2). I popped
into the Strand Stamp Centre as it was,
before it became the headquarters of The
Dalek Federation, and assailed Malcolm
Sprei on the subject of Trinidad postmarks.
He had a collection of 120 Trinidad and To-
bago postmarks which I gleefully bought for

Fig 2 Cedros

Fig 3 Valencia

90 quid. It revealed Arima, Carapichaima,
Valencia (Fig 3) and many of the usual
suspects. I had without realising it, become
a markophilist—a born again postmark col-
lector. A sad anorak, scouring stamp fairs for
faraway destinations immortalized in circu-
lar black ink. I joined the British West Ind-
ies Study Circle and the British Caribbean
Philatelic Study Group. And then came the
big break—Ben Ramkissoon, Ed Addis and
Walton van Winkle (what a moniker!) issued
a spiral-bound book on the Village Postmarks
of Trinidad and Tobago—pure gold. Before
that there were scant listings, gleaned from
the BCPSG and BWISC. It listed all the
known postmarks but, as was the fashion of
that period, few illustrations—no one could
draw postmarks! Ben put me in touch with
the famed Jo Chin Aleong in St Ann’s, Port
of Spain. Jo is a Trinidadian of Chinese ori-
gin and his earlier research had formed the
basis for their book.

Fig 4 Indian Walk

I then decided to holiday in Tobago and a
good source of postmarks was at the hotel
shop in Turtle Bay which sold ‘Frank’s
Stamp Packets’ stuffed full of goodies such
as the idyllically named Indian Walk (Fig 4).
The following year I stayed for a few days
in St Anns as Jo’s guest. He drove me all
round Trinidad in his battered old Jeep. We
visited many post offices and I watched in
admiration as his wife Carol sifted through
sackloads of postmarks on a nightly basis!
No such luck with Mrs H! Jo sold me loads
of material and was the consummate host.
I was now in possession of postmarks from
Abyssinia, Toco and Sans Souci from Trini;
Black Rock (Fig 5), Parlatuvier (Fig 6) and
Mason Hall from Tobago amongst others.
Parlatuvier is a perfect horseshoe-bay up on
the Tobago west coast and Toco is a totally
deserted, coconutfringed whitesand beach

Fig 6
Parlatuvier

Fig 7 Jo Chin
Aleong on
the coconut-
fringed white-
sand beach at
Toco
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in the north-east of Trinidad (Fig 7). The
swimming was sublime. Jo bought ‘a tree’ of
coconuts (Fig 8). We dined on goat curry at
Balmain post office and had roti at Rousillac
post office. I saw the Last Train to San Fer-
nando (/g 9) and the pitch lake at La Brea.
Blanchisseuse on the northern coast, was
magnificent and we drove through sugar
fields, but avoided the urban jungles of Rose
Hill and East Dry River. We never got to the
Blue Basin near Diego Martin as the drug
gangs were considered to be too dangerous
for philatelists! On my return (I was living
in Hong Kong at the time), I helped Ted
Proud and Jo produce their Postal History
of Trinidad and Tobago concentrating on
Port of Spain with Edward Hillier. We spent
weeks sorting out the B B Thompson (ex-
President of the Trinidad Philatelic Society)
collection which I had bought the previous
year from an auction in Leeds.

Another great source of material was
Michael Hamilton, of Dorset, whose monthly
sales were Aladdin’s Cavelets of some very
scarce material (Fig 10).

In 1996 I wrote in Gibbons Stamp Monthly,
‘Skeletons in the Cupboard’—an article on
the missing skeleton postmarks of Trinidad
and Tobago. Subsequently Abyssinia turned
up, but little else. For Trinidad, skeletons
for Lengua, Morvant, Clark Rochard, Mon
Repos, Morne Diable, Penal Rock Road,
St Benedict, Cocoyea (named after a local,
pheasantlike bird), Maracas Road, Coro-
mandel and Caigual are still out there, un-
discovered. There is but one Fishing Pond
skeleton (Fig 11), residing like a barnacle, in
Bristol, Tennessee and I recently purchased
the only Matilda skeleton known.

As for Tobago, a skeleton for Patience
Hill was noted by Thompson and Hoskins,
6 March 1946, but like some reclusive bird,
it has never been seen ([ig 12). Murray
Payne’s Dickon Pollard found a unique
manuscript mark for Belle Garden ([ig
13)—which may well rule out a skeleton for
that village, but Hope, Mount Pleasant and
Mount St George may well have skeletons
lurking somewhere. Roger Wells the wellish-
known postmark collector of the immediate
post-war period is responsible for providing
many covers from Tobago but not many
skeletons as they generally had such short
lives—one or two years at most.

Ben Ramkissoon noted in his book that two
offices, Cross and Guanapo inexplicably
had purple postmarks for a few days in 1944
(Figs 14 and 15). I became Monsieur Poirot
and worked out from the known material
why these two villages were so favoured. The
mystery was revealed in the BCPJ in October
2002. For those of you who missed it, all is
revealed in my new book, The Encyclopaedia
of British West Indies Postmarks King George VI,
published by Murray Payne.

The new Queen Elizabeth definitives is-
sued in April 1953 were one of the first
sets issued after the King’s death (unlike
Jamaica which didn’t issue King George
VI stamps until August 1956!) and thus
many of the rash of new post offices of the
mid-fifties are not found on King George
VI stamps—there was also less philatelic
manipulation than in Jamaica. Forgeries are
few and far between; there are no Madame
Josephs during the period.

Material does get harder to find, but ebay
is a newish source that is well worth perusal
especially as there is plenty of ‘stuff’ (as they
call it) on American ebay. Interesting items
do still crop up: recently Ed Barrow of Rock-
ville, Maryland discovered, among other
things, a St Joseph small single circle with
asterisk dated 23 November 1949, which
was only ever seen as an audited strike and
thought never to have been issued (Fig
16)! Last year I picked up a lovely earliest
recorded copy of the Chaguaramas medium
single circle (Fig 17) from Steve Ellis of
Bridger Kay, who came with his wife for a two
week holiday to China on the proceeds!

Finally there is plenty of good maritime
material found on Trinidad and Tobago
stamps not least the magnificent German
Ocean Liners who were frequently popping
in and out of Port of Spain in the pre-World
War II years—I imagine that tourism wasn’t
the only reason for their interest in the area
(Fig 18).

Fig 8 Jo Chin
Aleong buying
coconuts

Fig 9 Last Train to
San Fernando
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David Horry’s book, The Encyclopaedia
of British West Indies Postmarks,

King George VI, will be launched at
Philatex, 21-23 February 2008. It will
be available from Murray Payne Ltd
and all good philatelic suppliers, price
£39.95, postage and packing extra.
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Fig 13
Belle
Garden

Fig 14
Cross

Guanapo
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Fig 17 Chaguaramas
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Fig 18 German
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BOOkS reviewed by John Holman

All Stanley Gibbons publications are available to callers at the Stanley Gibbons Strand shop, orders
by post should be addressed to Stanley Gibbons Publications, Parkside, Ringwood, Hants, BH24 3SH.
Telephone orders may be placed using the 24-hour free telephone order number, 0800 611 622 (UK
only). Enquiries about other publications may be directed to the addresses quoted above the review
or to Stanley Gibbons Collectors Bookshelf at 399 Strand, London WC2R 0OLX, telephone 020 7836
8444, Fax 020 7836 7342.

Gibraltar: The Postal History and Postage Stamps.
Volume 4 Gibraltar Postal Stationery. 2nd edition.

By E D Holmes & R H Neville.

ISBN 0 9509947 7 4. Available from E D Holmes, 29 Highgate Rd, Woodley, Berkshire

RG5 3ND. Price £22, postage £2.50 UK, £4.50 Europe, £9 elsewhere (post free for members of
Gibraltar Study Circle). Remittances payable to 2D Holmes.

The first edition of this work was published in 1977 by Wally Jackson, the founder mem-
ber of the Gibraltar Study Circle. This new edition includes information supplied by
members since 1977, and listings of registered envelopes and aerogrammes issued after
that date. The book begins with some details of the Study Circle and an Introduction
giving information on UPU specimens; Gibraltar Post Office exemplars—specimens
produced locally by the long-time Postmistress Margaret Creswell who ‘established
her own miniature UPU’ in this regard; and the De La Rue Day Book records of the
number of stamps or items of postal stationery sent, carriage and total value. (The
books are now housed at the British Postal Museum & Archive.) The various types of
stationery are listed and well illustrated in six chapters, covering Registered Envelopes,
Postcards & Reply Paid Postcards, Newswrappers, Letter Cards, Embossed Envelopes,
and Aerogrammes. The chapters on Registered Envelopes, Postcards and Embossed
Envelopes include GB issues used in Gibraltar. Each item listed is given a reference
number, with details of date, description, size, and, for earlier material, dates of known
usage. Print quantities are given where known—often very small.

Most of the items covered are of basic design, intended solely for postal use, although
the lettercards and some aerogrammes include pictorial designs giving them wider
appeal to thematic collectors as well as to students of postal stationery. The book con-
cludes with three appendices—two provide detailed coverage of the 1889 provisional
issue in Spanish currency, and George V Rock issue lettercards. The third comprises
Checklists of issues for collectors to record their possessions and add price information
if required. The authors explain their reason for not including prices/valuations, stat-
ing that ‘from time to time surveys of prices then current ... will be published in The
Rock, the newsletter of the Gibraltar Study Circle.” A couple of minor quibbles—the
ChecKlist is headed Appendix B (instead of C), the same as the appendix on the let-
ter cards, and left and right hand pages are numbered with odd and even numbers
respectively, rather than the more conventional even (left) and odd (right). 140 pages,
spiral bound, laminated card covers.

Airmail Directional Handstamps (A Study): Supplement.

By lan McQueen.
Published by the author, 55 Albany, Manor Road, Bournemouth BH1 3L]. Price £10
postpaid UK, 15 euros Europe, or US$20 elsewhere. (Euro or US dollar payments in cash.)
The original two-volume study by Mr McQueen was published by him in 2003 and
reviewed here in GSM in September of that year. The markings vary enormously in
size, wording and complexity from very simple ‘AIR POST’ to lengthy details of air-
mail postal rates. Most comprise wording only but there are some attractive pictorial
types. Volume 1 of his 2003 work illustrates the markings, country by country from
Albania through to Zanzibar. The new supplement provides 800 illustrations of further
markings, again arranged alphabetically and including markings from a number of
countries not previously listed—Aden, Cayman Islands, Cook Islands, Dominica, Es-
tonia, Faroe Islands, French West Africa, French Guiana, Kuwait, LLebanon, Mauritius,
Newfoundland, Papua, St Kitts, and Spanish Morocco. As before, each marking is given
a reference number (following on from the last in the 2003 volume), and the place
of use, year, and colour are recorded. The section for Great Britain shows a further
19 markings, bringing the total to 69; these were used at Belfast, Cardiff, Isle of Man,
Liverpool, London, and Manchester at various dates from 1935 to 1971. A number
of amusing pictorial designs are recorded from Korea, and one of considerable size
(some 175mm across) from Milan, Italy, in 1929. Some sections are quite extensive, Mr
McQueen illustrating a further 53 markings from Brazil (bringing the total to 160), 51
from Colombia (total now 293), 36 from Germany (84), and 82 from the USA (299).
In his foreword, Mr McQueen notes that the markings in the supplement are new
ones and he has excluded the very many examples of extended use dates and addi-
tional colours of those recorded by him four years ago. He also notes that amongst the
new markings shown he has again allowed himself ‘the privilege of including just a few
that are printed, rather than handstamped, where I felt they were particularly attrac-
tive or unusual and deserved publication.” 84 pages (page 35 duplicates p. 34, also pp.
67-68), card covers with plastic protectors, in spiral binding.
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